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IMBTIMBT’’ss Mongolian Mongolian 
collectionscollections

M[ongolicaM[ongolica] ] -- I (801 items).I (801 items).
M[ongolicaM[ongolica] ] -- II (848). II (848). 
M[ongolicaM[ongolica] ] -- III (2445).III (2445).
KM KM -- 1224 items. 1224 items. 
BM (private archive of Dr. BM (private archive of Dr. BaldanzhapovBaldanzhapov, , 
800 items).800 items).
MManuscriptanuscript Mongolian Mongolian GanjurGanjur. . 
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Brief description of Brief description of 
Mongolian collectionsMongolian collections

Territorial ranges: Inner Mongolia Territorial ranges: Inner Mongolia 
((DolonnorDolonnor), China (Beijing), Outer ), China (Beijing), Outer 
Mongolia (Mongolia (UrgaUrga, etc.), Buryatia., etc.), Buryatia.
Temporal ranges: from early XVIII to Temporal ranges: from early XVIII to 
first half of XX, mostly second half of first half of XX, mostly second half of 
XIX XIX –– the beginning of XX cc.the beginning of XX cc.
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Thematical rangeThematical range

History, customary law and jurisdiction of History, customary law and jurisdiction of 
certain ethnic groups and regions.certain ethnic groups and regions.
Travelogues, hagiographical and Travelogues, hagiographical and 
biographical works.biographical works.
Works on philology (grammar, Works on philology (grammar, 
lexicography, stylistics, dictionaries).lexicography, stylistics, dictionaries).
Works on natural science (astronomy, Works on natural science (astronomy, 
astrology, medicine, handicrafts, painting, astrology, medicine, handicrafts, painting, 
geography, etc.).geography, etc.).
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Thematical rangeThematical range

Fiction, poetry, narratives, translated Fiction, poetry, narratives, translated 
literature from Sanskrit and Tibetan.literature from Sanskrit and Tibetan.
Mongolian translations of various Mongolian translations of various 
Buddhist canonical texts.Buddhist canonical texts.
Works on history of Buddhism and Works on history of Buddhism and 
religious schools.religious schools.
Liturgical and ritual literature.Liturgical and ritual literature.
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Fragments from historic records and Fragments from historic records and 
genealogies genealogies 
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A leaf from A leaf from MolonMolon--toyintoyin
üüligerliger
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Main stages Main stages 

Cataloguing and inventorying Cataloguing and inventorying 
collections (1999collections (1999--2001).2001).
Compiling electronic catalogues (2001Compiling electronic catalogues (2001--
2004).2004).
Edition of annotated catalogues (2004, Edition of annotated catalogues (2004, 
2006).2006).
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M I collectionM I collection’’s outliness outlines
Historical chronicles of the Buryats; Historical chronicles of the Buryats; 
documents highlighting the activities of   documents highlighting the activities of   
Buddhist monasteries, guidesBuddhist monasteries, guides--books of books of 
BuryatBuryat pilgrims to sacred places; texts pilgrims to sacred places; texts 
on the activity of some personalities; on the activity of some personalities; 
translations of official documents of translations of official documents of 
Russian and soviet administration; Russian and soviet administration; 
translations of Chinese short stories; translations of Chinese short stories; 
dictionaries and phrasedictionaries and phrase--books, books, 
Mongolian historical chronicles, etc. Mongolian historical chronicles, etc. 
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Processing stagesProcessing stages
Annotated description of monuments with their Annotated description of monuments with their 
subject classification; subject classification; 
selection of manuscripts subject to abrasion of selection of manuscripts subject to abrasion of 
text and physical deterioration; text and physical deterioration; 
selection of the most rare and valuable texts, selection of the most rare and valuable texts, 
listing them out; listing them out; 
input of description according to 34 parameters input of description according to 34 parameters 
into the DB; into the DB; 
scanning stamps and seals; scanning stamps and seals; 
preparation for further storage (sorting out preparation for further storage (sorting out 
according to the size, wrapping up)according to the size, wrapping up)
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ResultsResults

DB including outward and content DB including outward and content 
characteristics. In particular colophons characteristics. In particular colophons 
introduced. introduced. 
Approximately 5000 Mongolian Approximately 5000 Mongolian 
monuments being processed and input monuments being processed and input 
into the electronic database. into the electronic database. 
Annotated catalogues of the M I (801) Annotated catalogues of the M I (801) 
and M II (842 items) collections in and M II (842 items) collections in 
English  published in CNEAS Monograph English  published in CNEAS Monograph 
Series, No 17, No 24, 26. Series, No 17, No 24, 26. –– Sendai, Sendai, 
2004, 2006.2004, 2006.
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MethodologyMethodology
A relational model for describing texts in the A relational model for describing texts in the 
vertical Mongolian script was introduced which vertical Mongolian script was introduced which 
includes more than 30 parameters. includes more than 30 parameters. 
This model allows to take into account both This model allows to take into account both 
physical and content parameters of the physical and content parameters of the 
described artifacts.described artifacts.
The informational model was realized as a The informational model was realized as a 
working Web supplement on the basis of working Web supplement on the basis of 
modern freely distributed software. modern freely distributed software. 
A network model for coA network model for co--working on the working on the 
development of informational resources was development of informational resources was 
organized. organized. 
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Current activities and Current activities and 
prospectsprospects

Transition to digital formats of storage and distribution of Transition to digital formats of storage and distribution of 
artifacts that serves several purposes: preservation and artifacts that serves several purposes: preservation and 
making copies of damaged documents, rare and unique making copies of damaged documents, rare and unique 
texts, obtaining digital copies that could be used for texts, obtaining digital copies that could be used for 
publishing and distribution among readers. publishing and distribution among readers. 
The materials of Mongolian and archival collections are The materials of Mongolian and archival collections are 
now being scanned. All this makes our archive more now being scanned. All this makes our archive more 
accessible to the general public. accessible to the general public. 
We have also webWe have also web--representation of our Center at URL representation of our Center at URL 
http://imbtarchive.ruhttp://imbtarchive.ru
The main task of our work primarily was caused by the The main task of our work primarily was caused by the 
necessity of compiling a local computerized data center for necessity of compiling a local computerized data center for 
the use of the staff and  the readers. In the course of time the use of the staff and  the readers. In the course of time 
it  resulted in creating resources and databases  which it  resulted in creating resources and databases  which 
introduced Buryat Mongolian collections to a wide circle of introduced Buryat Mongolian collections to a wide circle of 
academic community.academic community.



Mongolian databaseMongolian database

Mongolian collection storageMongolian collection storage
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Samples from DB of scanned seals Samples from DB of scanned seals 
and stampsand stamps
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Screenshot of the main page of Screenshot of the main page of 
http://imbtarchive.ruhttp://imbtarchive.ru websitewebsite
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Mongolian catalogue on Mongolian catalogue on 
http://http://imbtarchive.ruimbtarchive.ru
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Scanning Scanning 
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Основные проблемы
ОтсутствиеОтсутствие нана моментмомент началаначала работработ методологииметодологии
созданиясоздания электронныхэлектронных востоковедческихвостоковедческих коллекцийколлекций
ОтсутствиеОтсутствие фактическихфактических стандартовстандартов ((наличиеналичие
различныхразличных, , несовместимыхнесовместимых междумежду собойсобой системсистем
кодировкикодировки символовсимволов ии ихих компьютерногокомпьютерного вводаввода, , 
слабаяслабая поддержкаподдержка UNICODE UNICODE вв операционныхоперационных системахсистемах
ии ИнтернетИнтернет, , отсутствиеотсутствие вв связисвязи сс этимэтим
унифицированнойунифицированной шрифтовойшрифтовой поддержкиподдержки))
НеобходимостьНеобходимость адаптацииадаптации существующегосуществующего
программногопрограммного обеспеченияобеспечения ии разработкиразработки
оригинальногооригинального
НеобходимостьНеобходимость поискапоиска альтернативныхальтернативных средствсредств
разработкиразработки ПОПО, , соответствующихсоответствующих моделимодели открытогооткрытого
программногопрограммного обеспеченияобеспечения. . НеобходимостьНеобходимость
внедрениявнедрения ии освоенияосвоения новыхновых, , ««сетевыхсетевых»» подходовподходов вв
разработкеразработке ПОПО


