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Map making of  East 
Asia in the modern ages

1. National Cartography
Marine charts
Topographical maps
Cadastral maps

2. Military and colonial cartography of the 
Powers

Marine charts
Topographical maps
Cadastral maps
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Japanese military 
cartography in the 
Korean Peninsula

Development of map making by stage
1. Collecting geographical intelligence  
abroad and compilation of maps

2. Survey by intelligence officers (1877-1894)
3. Provisional Map Survey of Japanese 
Army (1894-1910) 

4. Special Land Surveying Agency (1910-
1918)
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1. Collecting geographical 
intelligence  abroad and 

compilation of maps
Collecting British, American and French marine 

charts including those made by the survey at 
the French invasion in 1866 and America’s 
“Little War” in 1871

Translation of Histoire L’Eglise de Corée by 
Charles Dallet, 1874 and Russian sailing 
directions (Morskoi sbornik)

Compiling the information of marine charts and 
Korean and Chinese maps
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The map of Korea printed by Japanese Navy in 1873



6

An example of 
the copy of a 
Korean map 
(Seoul) by 
Japanese army 
officers
(1876)
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A map of All 
Korea, 1876, 
Japanese 
Army
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2. Survey by intelligence 
officers

Traverse survey near Seoul, 1877-1882
Navy and army officers

Korean soldiers’ riot, 1882
Japanese military escort –Survey of Seoul

The treaty of Chemulp’o, 1882 –
Japanese diplomatic officers were allowed  to 
travel – intelligence officers survey

1/100000 maps, 1/ 200000 maps
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An example of 
traverse survey of 
Japanese military 
officers 1877
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The route from 
Seoul (Yongdong)
to Incheon 
(Chemulp’o)
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Provisional Map Survey 
of Japanese Army

1) Provisional Map Survey of Japanese 
Army: First phase, 1894-1896

Severe anti-Japanese movements
2) Secret survey by a few surveyors (1896-

1904）
3) Provisional Map Survey of Japanese 

Army: Second phase, 1904-1910
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Topographical 
Map of Seoul
(1/5000)
The survey was 
carried out in 
1895
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The land
Survey of the 
Japanese 
Army in Korea
1894-1910
(Okada-Taniya, 
2004)
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Cartographical 
examination of 

Japanese military maps
1. Maps
A. The maps prepared by the Provisional Map 

Survey (1/50000, astronomical observation: 
measuring of lunar distance)

B. The topographical map prepared by the
Special Land Surveying Agency (1/50000, 
trigonometrical Survey)

2.  Comparison of the latitude and longitude of 
identical point 
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Comparison of 
latitude and 
longitude of two 
kinds of 
topographical 
maps
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