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Introduction

The application of TimeMap technology   
in biographies of Chinese Eminent monks.

To integrate the literature, index and 
temporal-spatial information.

Try to develop a creative research 
platform  for digital Buddhism biographies. 



Method

Data processing
System design



Data processing

Indexing- set up index Database in time, 
place, monks, temple, text, event, etc.
Integration- collect temporal and spatial 
information and presented together.
Statistics- provide quantitative data and 
several charts for further analysis. 
Data warehousing- provide clustering and 
mining function for advance research. 
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Main Functions

External Database

System Web



Main Function

1.biography map－
Using TimeMap Viewer to display the 
geography distribution of Buddhism 
Eminent Monks.

2.biography literature－
to display the literature of previous 
Eminent Monk’s biography according to 
the classification.



Biography map



Biography literature



Main Function (cont.)

3.monk’s tracks －
to organize the travel and pilgrim places 
of eminent monks into diagrams or 
dynamic simulation in TimeMap.

4.monk’s chronicle－
collecting the chronicle of individual 
eminent monk will assemble for the cross 
dynasty chronicle of Chinese Buddhism.
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Eminent Monk’s Chronicle
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Main Function (cont.)

5.Index collection－
it collects the indexes of monks, person, 
place, temple, text, event, etc. to link with 
the literatures of biography.

6.Synthesis retrieval－
to provide kinds of search function for 
text retrieval and On Line Analytical 
Processing. 



Data Warehouse
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Index Collection



Synthesis retrieval



Main Function (cont.)

7.Statistics data－
provide the information about the 
dissemination of Chinese Buddhism in 
quantitative data and several charts.

8.Data mining－
provide clustering and trend analysis 
function for advanced research in 
Chinese Buddhism.
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Future development

Operate in coordination with other digital 
Buddhist  Database,  such as the Buddhist 
text Database of CBETA, the Database of 
Buddhist Tripitaka Catalogues and so on. 

Establish the whole functions of temporal, 
spatial and literature research environment 
in Buddhist studies.



Conclusion

This system tries to use index server as 
the middle-tier between literature and the 
geography information.  In the user’s end, 
then using Web browser to integrate text 
and image material. The system is still 
under development. In the future, we hope 
to implement the whole function and  help 
scholar to develop the new research 
direction in Biographies of Buddhism.
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