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1. INTRODUCTION

Since its introduction into China in the Han Dynasty, Buddhism has grown and developed
for nearly two thousand years. It has had a profound impact on Chinese philosophy, religion,
literature, phonology, astronomy, music, the arts, architecture, and social customs. Buddhism has
served as an essential part of Chinese culture, and merits further comprehensive study.

Modem Buddhist studies has enjoyed a research history of more than a hundred years in
Western and Japanese universities. In Taiwan, although a considerable number of scholars have
devoted themselves to Buddhist-related studies, yet they lack collaboration and coalescence. The
Center for Buddhist Studies seeks to fill this need by promoting integrative and interdisciplinary
research, and providing the means for efficient international academic exchange of information.

The Center for Buddhist Studies at the National Taiwan University was established more
than a year ago. The project of creating a database on Buddhism started right after its
establishment. The aim is to provide the international Buddhist community a continuously
updated and accurate Buddhist bibliographic database and many other research resources.

2. PRESENTATION
The CBS Buddhist Database on Net contents of 5 major divisions, they are:

INFORMATION:

1. Introduction: The introduction of the Center for Buddhist Studies and the projects being
carried on.

2. Bulletin : The news of the Center is posted on this bulletin.

3.Buddhist News in Taiwan: It includes Buddhist News in Taiwan and the Chinese Buddhist
Magazines on Net (most of the articles are in Chinese Big-5.)

4.Reader's Comments: This Reader's Forum is a cyberspace forum for users of the Computing
Center for Buddhist Studies (CCBS)to discuss and exchange ideas about issues related to
Buddhism and Buddhist Studies.

RETRIEVAL

1.  Bibliography Retrieval: Through this retrieval system one can find almost 70,000 records
of Buddhist Texts, Journal articles, thesis, book reviews etc., in various languages, such
as Chinese, English, Japanese, French and German.

2. Full text of Journals: It provides hundreds of full texts of Chinese articles in many
Buddhist journals. There are also many full texts of English articles, a result from the
joint project with Prof. Lancaster from the University of California-Berkeley.

3. Full text of Books: It contents books by Master Yin-shun and various Buddhist books by
other authors.

4. Buddhist Libraries: It provides information concerning Buddhist libraries in Taiwan and
links to main Libraries around the world.



SCRIPTURES
I. Chinese Buddhist Sutras : Provides more than 200 Chinese Buddhist Scriptures of Sutra,
Vinaya and Abhidharma.
2. Sanskrit Buddhist Sutras: Provides sutras in Sanskrit.
3. Tibetan Buddhist Sutras: Links to main Tibetan web sites.
4. Pall Buddhist Sutras: Links to main Pall web sites which provide the whole set of the
Pali canon.

COURSES : Teaches Buddhist languages through the net.
1. Sanskrit Lessons
2. Pall Lessons
3. Tibetan Lessons
4. Multimedia Resource

RESOURCES

I .Chinese Buddhist Net: Links to all the Chinese Buddhist net resources.

2. World Buddhist Net: Links to all the Buddhist net resources.

3. Buddhist Institutes: A map guide to the Institutes of Buddhist Studies in Taiwan and
programs of Buddhist Studies around the world.

4.Fonts for Buddhist Usage: Contents documents and the details of setup process of
"Supplement Character Set for Chinese Buddhist Text". One may download the Codes for
to read "Supplement Character Set for Chinese Buddhist Text."
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2.World Wide Web--WWW
3.Discussion Lists
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